BELFAST CUSTOM HOUSE. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 17 June 1 852 ; —for , 



COPIES ’* of Memorials addressed to the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty s Treasury by the Corporation of the Town of Belfast, representing 
the inadequacy of the Premises at present occupied as a Custom House at 
that Port, and praying that a New Building maybe Erected; together 
with the Correspondence between the Treasury and the Revenue Boards, 
preliminary to the introduction of the Belfast Customs Bill, on the subject of 
the Erection of a New Building at Belfast , to contain under one roof 
Offices for the Customs, Inland Revenue, and Post Office Departments.*’ 



Whitehall, Treasury Chambers,! 

21 June 1852. J' 



GEO. A. HAMILTON. 



No. 1. 

Letter from the Town Clerk of Belfast. 

Sir, Belfast, 3 October 1850. 

The town council of this borough beg to call the attention of the Lords of 
the Treasury to the applications formerly made to their Lordships by the 
Council for the erection of a Custom House, with suitable buildings attached 
for the other Government offices in this borough ; and in order to bring the 
subject more distinctly before their Lordships, I am directed to enclose a state- 
ment of the communications which have already taken place on this subject 
between the Treasury and the Council, from which their Lordships will see that 
so long ago as the 11th of May 1847 the matter had been so far proceeded with 
that it only remained for their Lordships to decide on the amount which the 
Government ought to advance for the proposed building. The Council hope 
that the time has now arrived when their Lordships will see the justice and 
propriety of removing the present Custom House, which Mr. Walker describes, 
in his Report to the Treasury of the 8th December 1846, as “ a miserable old 
inconvenient building 1 , quite unworthy of being the house of Her Majesty’s 
Customs at Belfast, or at any other place of much less importance,” and 
replacing it with a new building of such extent and capacity as the rapidly 
increasing commercial importance of this town demands. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Bates, 

Town Clerk. 

The Secretary of the Lords of the Treasury, London. 



New Custom-house, Belfast. 

Statement of the Communications between the Right Honourable the Lords of the 
Treasury and the Town Council of Belfast on this subject. 

In December 1 844, the Council presented a memorial to the Lords of the Treasury, 
praying that an inquiry might be instituted by them, with a view to the erection of a new 
Custom House at Belfast, combining accommodation for the other public offices. In reply 
to this memorial, the Council were informed by a letter, dated the 10 th of January 1845, 
“ that, until the improvements contemplated by the Corporation shall have been carried 
into effect, or until such progress shall have been made therein as to enable a correct esti- 
mate to be formed of the ultimate plan and appearance which the improvements, when 
completed, will assume, it would be premature to take any measures in order to select a 
suitable site for the erection of a new Custom House.” 
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In consequence of this reply, the Council deferred renewing their application until 
January 1846, before which time the harbour improvements were so advanced, that a 
correct estimate of the plan and appearance of the improvements could be formed ; the 
Council then felt it to be their duty to again move in the matter, and on the 26th of January 
1846, they addressed a letter to the Lords of the Treasury, in which they referred to the 
previous communications on the subject, stated the progress which had been subsequently 
made in the town, and harbour improvements, and earnestly entreating their Lordships to 
direct the inquiry sought for by the memorial of December 1844. 

The only reply which the Council received to this application was a letter from one of 
the Secretaries of the Treasury, dated the 25tli of March 1846, in which it was stated that 
their Lordships were “ not prepared to come to any definite determination, under existing 
circumstances, for the building of anew Custom House.” 

On receipt of this communication, the Council appointed a deputation to proceed to 
London to urge this important subject on the attention of the Government, and they 
requested the Harbour Commissioners to seud a deputation from their body to co-operate 
with that from the Council. The Commissioners complied with the request, and on every 
occasion aided the Council in the matter. Alderman Harrison and Mulholland proceeded 
to London as the deputation, and after an interview with the Lords of the Treasury 
succeeded in inducing their Lordships to refer the matter to the Commissioners of Customs, 
with a view to have the Report of that Board on the subject. 

In the September (1846) following, the Council requested Messrs. Harrison & Mulholland 
to again proceed to London, to press the subject on the Government. The deputation on 
that occasion had a very satisfactory interview with the Lords of the Treasury, who ad- 
mitted the claims which the town of Belfast had to the erection of a suitable Custom 
House. The subject was subsequently brought under the notice of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, who received it favourably, and requested Mr. James Walker, the eminent 
engineer, who was then about to visit Belfast, to examine and report on the existing 
Custom House. Mr. Walker examined the old existing building, and reported on it to the 
Lords of the Treasury. That Report strongly confirmed the representations previously 
made of the wretched state of the building, and it was intimated to the Council that, as 
soon as they were in a position to agree upon a site, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
would be prepared to consider the proposition. The Council were further informed that 
Mr. Walker was in possession of the views of the Government on the subject, and they 
were recommended to communicate with him on it. 

The Council put themselves in communication with Mr. Walker, who advised, first, that 
the sit eshould be agreed on ; second, that a design and estimate of the building should 
he pr .-pared ; and third, that these should be submitted to the Government, with a state- 
ment of the other purposes to which the building was to be applied, and the contributions 
which would be made in respect of these buildings. 

In order to assist in the selection of a site, the Mayor addressed a circular to the principal 
merchants and traders of the town, requesting their opinion as to whether the ground at 
the foot of High-street, between the Town Dock and Lime Kiln Dock, or the space at 
Ritchie’s Dock, between Ritchie’s Dock and the Corporation Docks, would be the most 
eligible site for the proposed building; there were 100 replies received to this circular ; of 
them 90 were in favour of the site at the end of High-street, and 10 for that at Ritchie’s 
Dock ; and on the 1st of March 1847 the Council took the site into their consideration, and 
passed a resolution that, in their opinion, it would be most for the general convenience of 
the inhabitants that the proposed Custom House should be erected on the ground at the 
end of High-street, lying between the present Custom House and Donegall Quay, being the 
site recommended by the majority of the merchants and traders of Belfast. 

The Council then instructed Mr. Lanyon, civil engineer, to prepare plans and estimates 
of the building ; these plans and estimates having been prepared, the deputation from the 
Council (Messrs. Harrison and Mulholland) in May 1847, again proceeded to London to 
finally arrange, as they hoped, for the erection of the building ; two sets of plans were pre- 
pared for the Government; one embraced merely the Ballast Board, in conjunction with the 
Custom House, while the other made provision for the Custom House, Iniand Excise, Post 
Office, Stamp Office, and Ballast Office, in the same building. This course was adopted so 
as to put the Government in possession of every view of the matter, and obviate further 
delay. 

The deputation placed these plans, the resolution as to the site, and the other information 
which they had obtained, before the Government, and remained in London to ascertain 
which of the plans would be adopted ; when to their great surprise, they received a commu- 
nication from the Treasury on the 11 th of May 1847, informing them that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer did not feel himself justified in then giving any assurance beyond that 
which the Council already had respecting the Custom House at Belfast ; but adding, that 
“ the Chancellor of the Exchequer was quite aware of the state of the existing Custom 
House, and the progressive commerce of Belfast, but under the existing pressure on the 
finances for Irish objects, lie must postpone to a more convenient opportunity the consider- 
ation of the amount which it might be equitable for Government to advance, and the condi- 
tions on which such contributions may be made.” 

The Town Council of Belfast hope that the period has now arrived at which the Govern- 
ment will provide a Custom House m Belfast suitable to the wants and increasing import- 
ance of that town, with suitable offices attached for the Post Office, Inland Excise, and the 
other 'Government establishments. 

Belfast, October 1850. 
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No. 2. 

Treasury Minute of 22d October 1850, thereon. 

Write to the Town Council, and request that the plans and estimates for 
the proposed new Custom House may be transmitted to the Treasury. 



No. 3. 

Letter from the Town Clerk of Belfast. 

Si r> Belfast, 8 November 1850. 

I am directed by the Mayor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter to him 
of the 30th ultimo, and to transmit to you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the plans which were prepared in 
1847 for a new Custom House in Belfast. There were no detailed estimates 
prepared at that time of the expense. I transmit the plans by a separate 
parcel, in which you will find : 

1 st. A design for a new Custom House, including Post Office, Ballast Office, 
Stamp Office, and Excise Office. 

2d. A design for a new Custom House, including Ballast Office and Stamp 
Office, and — 

3d. A map of the town j Belfast, showing the improvements made therein 
up to the year 1847. 

The leading new streets and quays have been since completed. 

Be good enough to acknowledge the receipt of the documents. 

The & Mayor and Town Council trust their Lordships will be pleased to give 
this important subject their early and favourable consideration. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Bates, 

G. Cornewall Lewis, Esq., Town Clerk. 

Secretary, the Treasury, London. 



No. 4. 



Memorial from Belfast Chamber of Commerce, addressed to Lord Lieutenant, 
dated 12 October 1850. 



To His Excellency George William Frederick Villiers Earl of Clarendon, Lord 
Lieutenant-general and General Governor of Ireland. 



The Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of Belfast, 



Humbly showeth, 

That Memorialists beg leave to avail themselves of your Excellency s late 
welcome and auspicious visit to Belfast to call your 

the fact, that while all the institutions of the town and harbour of Betfast 
depending on the energies of the inhabitants alone, were in such a state as to 
call forth your Excellency’s approbation, those public offices which belong to 
the Government, and are under their sole control, are in a most *£ 
totally inadequate to the wants of the community, and insufficient for the 
speedy and effectual transaction of the business belonging to them 

Memorialists refer particularly to the Custom House and Post (Office, the 
first of which is in such a state of dilapidation as to be quite a blemish on the 
handsome quays lately constructed by the Harbour Commissioners. The lattei 
is inconvenient in situation, and totally insufficient for its purpose 

These matters have frequently been pressed upon the notice of the depart- 
ments of the Government to which they respectively belong.but hitherto without 
effect, and your Memorialists would hope that as your Excellency has so lately 
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had an opportunity of seeing their defects, they may reckon on the kind offices 
of your Excellency in forwardiug their object of having suitable accommodation 
afforded to the town in these departments. 

With respect to the Post Office, Memorialists would beg to state for your 
Excellency’s information, that while a tax of about 170?. per annum besides the 
usual postage is exacted from the merchants and other inhabitants for rent of 
boxes and permission to send to the office for their own letters, the small sum 
of 46 l. per annum alone is allowed to the postmaster for office rent, a sum 
much too small to enable, him to obtain sufficient accommodation in any central 
or respectable part of the town. 

Memorialists feel that a town whose improvement has been so considerable 
and rapid (there having been lately expended upwards of 600,000 1. in improving 
the harbour and town without any aid from the Imperial Exchequer, the pay- 
ment of the interest of which large sum presses severely on the inhabitants and 
commerce of the town) has a fair claim to have the Government offices such as 
should afford all possible facilities and conveniences, but they have failed, so far, 
to obtain any attention to their applications. 

Memorialists would therefore pray that your Excellency would use your 
powerful influence to obtain for the town the erection of a suitable building 
sufficient to combine all the offices of the Custom House, Post Office, Excise 
and Stamp Offices, in a central and convenient situation, for which a favourable 
opportunity has now presented itself. 

And Memorialists will ever pray, &c. &c. 

Signed by order and on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce, 

James Steen , 

President of the Chamber. 
John F. Ferguson, 
Vice-President of the Chamber. 

Chamber of Commerce, Belfast, 12 Oct. 1850. 



No. 5. 

Reference by Treasury of the above Memorial to the Postmaster-General. 

Refer to Postmaster-General for a report on the allegation respecting the 
Post Office at Belfast. 



Postmaster-General’s Report on the above, dated 11 December 1850. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury. 

My Lords, 

I have the honour to return the memorial referred to me by Mr. Cornewall 
Lewis on the 23d October last, from the Chamber of Commerce of Belfast, 
complaining of the inconvenient position of the present Post Office in that 
town, and its want of adequate accommodation, and praying for the erection 
of a new building to combine the offices of this and the other revenue depart- 
ments in a central and convenient situation ; and I beg leave to inform your 
Lordships that a sum of fifty-three pounds ten shillings a year is now allowed 
to the Postmaster of Belfast for office rent, rates and taxes, and that I am 
not prepared to advise any further expenditure from the public revenue for 
the purpose of providing the inhabitants with an improved Post Office, unless 
(in conformity to the principle that has been observed in other similar cases) 
they are ready on their own part to bear a fair proportion of the expense which 
it would be necessary to incur in order to meet their wishes. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Clanricarde. 
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No. 7. 

Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 13 December i860, on the foregoing. 

Write to the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce at Belfast, that my 
Lords are not prepared to sanction any further expenditure from the public 
revenue for the purpose of providing an improved Post Office, unless the 
inhabitants of Belfast are ready on their own part to bear a fair proportion of 
the expense which it would be necessary to incur, in order to meet their 
•wishes. 



No. 8. 

Letter from Belfast Chamber of Commerce. 

Sir, Belfast, 8 January 1851. 

I am directed by the President and Council of the Chamber of Commerce to 
acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 18th ultimo, stating that the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have had before them the 
Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of Belfast, addressed to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, praying for the erection of a suitable building, sufficient 
to combine all the offices of the Custom House, Post Office, Excise and Stamp 
Offices ; and acquainting the Chamber that their Lordships are not prepared 
to sanction any further expenditure from the public revenue for the purpose 
of providing an improved post office, unless the inhabitants of Belfast are ready 
on their own part to bear a fair proportion of the expense which it would be 
necessary to incur in order to meet their wishes. 

In reply, I am directed to inform you that this Chamber is not aware of its 
being usual for the inhabitants of towns to be called on to contribute to the 
erection of post offices, nor, if so, what in the opinion of their Lordships would 
be a fair proportion for the inhabitants of Belfast to bear; due consideration 
being given to the fact that they have already expended upwards of 600,000?. 
sterling in the improvement of their town and harbour, by which expenditure 
Belfast has been made an eligible packet station for the Scotch and North of 
England mails, and the Government have been enabled to get these mails con- 
veyed without any expense whatever to the public, thereby saving the cost of 
maintaining a fleet of steamers for the purpose, and the never-ending outlay on 
the old and very inconvenient harbours of Donaghadee and Portpatrick. 

I am further directed to press upon their Lordships’ consideration, that if, as 
the Chamber conclude from the communication they have received, it be the 
intention of Government to erect a suitable Custom House in Belfast, and to 
combine with it the Excise and Stamp Offices, the very small additional accom- 
modation which would be required for a post office, could certainly entail but 
very little additional expense, indeed so little in the opinion of this Chamber, 
their Lordships would not, under the circumstances already stated, feel called 
on to require any part of the amount to be contributed by the inhabitants of 
Belfast. 

If, however, their Lordships should still be of opinion that a proportion of the 
cost of providing post-office accommodation should be borne by the inhabitants 
of Belfast, the President and Council would beg respectfully to inquire what 
additional cost would be incurred by the Government in providing such accom- 
modation in the building about to be erected by them for the Custom House, 
Excise and Stamp Offices, and what proportion of such additional cost their 
Lordships would consider fair and reasonable for the inhabitants to bear under 
all the circumstances. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Samuel Vauer, 

To G. Cornewall Lewis, Esq., Secretary. 

Treasury Chambers, London. 
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No. 9. 

Copt of Treasury Minute, dated 24 January 1851, on the foregoing. 

Write to the Postmaster -general with reference to his letter of the 11th 
December last, reporting upon the Memorial from the Chamber of Commerce 
at Belfast, praying for additional postal accommodation, and transmit to him the 
further memorial which my Lords have received upon the subject, and request 
that he will inform my Lords whether the inhabitants of Belfast are now sub- 
jected to any inconvenience from the want of proper postal accommodation, 
and whether the present Post Office is situated in an eligible and central part of 
the town. 



No. 10. 

(No. 68.) 

REPORT of the Commissioners of Customs to the Treasury, dated 
22 January 1851. 

May it please your Lordships, 

Your Lordships having referred to us the annexed letter from the Town 
Clerk of Belfast, transmitting designs for a new Custom House, &c. at that port, 
and a map of the town, showing the improvements made therein up to the year 
1847 ; and your Lordships having by Mr. Cornewall Lewis’s letter of the 27th 
ultimo, also transmitted to us the accompanying copy of a report of Mr. James 
Walker, dated 8th December 1846, together with its enclosures, upon this 
subject, 

We Report, 

That in our Report to your Lordships, dated 10th of December 1844, 
No. 1792, upon an application of the Council of Belfast, we stated that the 
Custom House and other premises occupied by the Crown at that port were 
held under three leases, viz. : — 

The first, comprising the Long Room, Collector’s and Comptroller’s Offices, 
the offices for the Warehousing, Waterside, and Tide Departments, with the 
Queen’s Warehouse, and a small yard, from the representatives of G. Macartney, 
for 99 years from the 1st May 1767, at a peppercorn rent, in consideration of the 
payment by the Crown of 2,000 l. 

The second, a piece of ground about 84 feet front, and 123 feet rear, held by 
lease from the Marquis of Donegal, for 99 years, from the 1st May 1785, at a 
rent of 20 1. 6 s. 1 d., upon which ground a tobacco-warehouse and a dwelling- 
house were erected by the Crown in the year 1786, at an expense of about 
3,500 1 

The third, a yard situated between the Tobacco Warehouse and the premises 
held from the representatives of Macartney, containing about one-eighth of an 
acre, held from Mr. John Turnley, for 99 years, from November 1798, at a rent of 
244 1. 12s. 4 d. per annum, on which some sheds have been erected by the Crown. 

That the port of Belfast having been then recently inspected by one of the 
members of this Board, and by one of our surveyors general, with both of whom 
the Mayor and Town Council of Belfast communicated upon the subject of build- 
ing a new Custom House on a suitable site, combining all the public offices, they 
had expressed their opinion that the Custom House was inconveniently situated, 
being at a great distance from that part of the quays at which the principal 
import business was transacted ; that the building was not only unsuitable as 
respects its external appearance (part of it having evidently been erected at a 
very remote period), but was also insufficient to afford proper accommodation for 
the officers of the Warehousing Department, and for the deposit of seized goods, 
as Well as of those landed for the security of' duties, and for the safe custody 
of the stores for the service of the Coast Guard and the revenue cruizers ; and 
that with reference to the present Custom House, then requiring repairs to some 
extent, and to the commercial importance of the port of Belfast, it might be 

worthy 
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worthy of consideration whether a more commodious building should be erected 
in a more convenient situation. We further stated that our surveyor for 
buildings having inspected the improvements contemplated by the Corporation, 
had expressed his concurrence in the general opinion that upon the suggested 
improvements being completed, it would be desirable to provide a new Custom 
House, more suitable as regarded accommodation and appearance, and more 
conveniently situated for the purposes of the trade of the port than the present 
building. We observed, however, that until the improvements contemplated 
by the Corporation should have been carried into effect, or until such progress 
should have been made therein as to enable a correct estimate to be formed of 
the ultimate plan ' and appearance which the improvements, when completed, 
would assume, it would, as we apprehended, be premature to take an} r measures 
in order to select a suitable site for the erection of a new' Custom House, in which 
building it was the desire of the then memorialists that the requisite accommo- 
dation should be provided not only for the officers of this revenue, but also for 
those of the other public departments, by which a considerable outlay would be 
incurred ; and we concluded by stating that your Lordships had been pleased 
to obtain the sanction of Parliament to grants for certain sums of money for 
the purchase of ground, and erection of custom-houses at the following ports, 
viz. : — 



Bristol - 


_ 


- 


- £. 6,700 


in the Year 1834 


Glasgow 


- 


• 


14,S00 


„ „ 1837 


Dundee - 


" 


- 


8,000 


„ ,, 1838 



and that your Lordships had been further pleased, by your orders dated 3d 
October 1842 and 1 st March 1844, to authorise the following sums to be ex- 
pended for the purchase of ground and the building of the new Custom House 
at Gloucester, viz. : — 

For the Ground - - - - £. 500 

For the Building ------ 3,642 

That in our further Report to your Lordships, dated the 2d March 1846, 
No. 327, upon an application of the then mayor of Belfast, praying that an 
inquiry might be made into the condition of the existing custom-house at that 
port, with a view, if found necessary, to the erection of a new building for that 
purpose at the public expense, we stated that we had carefully considered the 
statement of Mr. Getty, the ballast-master at Belfast, annexed to the application 
then under consideration, setting forth the progress which had been made in the 
harbour improvements since the date of our report above referred to, and we 
submitted our opinion that the works proposed had not then been completed to 
such an extent as to warrant the commencement of the new public buildings at 
Belfast, observing that should your Lordships see fit to entertain the proposition 
for their erection, that it had been proposed by the Harbour Commissioners to 
give as a site for the new buildings the town dock, which was then about to be 
filled up, and adjoins the High-street ; but that your Lordships would perceive, 
upon reference to the plan of the harbour which was annexed, whereon the pro- 
posed site was marked, that the same was immediately contiguous to the present 
Custom House, and would be equally objectionable in point of situation, and we 
considered that the site of the new buildings should be selected more from the 
northward, in which direction the principal business of the port is transacted. 

In our subsequent Report of the 18th May following, No. 796, on an applica- 
tion of the corporation of Belfast, requesting to be informed as to the final inten- 
tions of Government in regard to building a new Custom House at that port, we 
stated that it then appeared the merchants and traders at Belfast had come to 
the conclusion that the dock before referred to would be the most convenient in 
all respects as the site of the new Custom House; and with respect to which we 
observed that the dock in question must in the course of the contemplated 
improvements be filled up, whether Customs premises were built there or not, 
and that as a more correct view of the proposed plan could then be had, we were 
not prepared to submit to your Lordships a decided opinion as to the expediency 
of accepting the site then proposed ; but that, as another could not be procured 
without being purchased at a heavy expense, we suggested that the subject might 
be further considered when a greater progress _ should have been made m the 
improvements then carrying on by the corporation. 
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That in consequence of the present application, we directed our principal 
officers at Belfast to report to us in detail what progress had been made in those 
improvements since the subject of building a new Custom House was under con- 
sideration in 1846, and to confer with the Chamber of Commerce at that port, 
with a view' of ascertaining whether they had any proposal to submit upon the 
subject ; and with their reply, the officers have transmitted to us a letter from 
Mr. Getty, secretary to the Ballast Corporation, showing that upwards of 
400 , 000 ?. have been expended within the last ten years in improvements in 
the harbour, docks and quays, which are now nearly completed ; and the officers 
have reported that there is at present sufficient draft of water in the harbour and 
docks for vessels of 1,200 tons, and that machines are constantly at work further 
deepening the channels ; that the harbour and docks are estimated as capable 
of containing 100,000 tons of shipping, and that one of the largest patent slips 
in the United Kingdom has been made at Queen’s Island, in the port ; that the 
Queen’s Quay, 2,500 feet in length, on the county of Down side of the harbour, 
with a shed and various offices, are quite complete ; and that on the Antrim side 
4,354 feet out of 4,604 feet of the Donegal, Prince’s, and Albert quays, and six 
extensive sheds are also completed, and the remainder in rapid progress, the whole 
affording the greatest facilities and accommodation to the shipping and trade of the 
port ; and that the necessary cranes and two additional sheds on the quay will be 
erected early in the spring of this year, when all the contemplated improvements 
of the Harbour Corporation will be completed. The Collector and Comptroller 
have also transmitted a copy of a Resolution passed at a special meeting of the 
Chamber of Commerce, held on the 30th November, in which the Chamber 
recommends that any erection to be made by Government should combine the 
several departments of Custom House, Excise, Post and Stamp Offices under the 
same roof, aud that the most eligible and convenient site for such a building, 
in Belfast, is that portion of ground now occupied by the block of old buildings 
between Albert and Queen’s Squares, which is very near to the present Custom 
House premises, and in point of situation is not much more convenient than the 
present site ; and it is stated by our officers that the space proposed by the 
Corporation is more than necessary for the requirements of the Crown. 

Having thus reported the result of the inquiry made by us, we have to submit 
the matter for your Lordships’ consideration ; and as to the extent of assistance 
which the Government may be disposed to afford by means of a Parliamentary 
grant in this case, as in the instances of Bristol, Glasgow, and Dundee, before 
referred to, having to observe, that should your Lordships be pleased to enter- 
tain the suggestion for the erection of a building for the Custom House and 
other public offices, w r e will instruct our surveyor for buildings, or confer with 
the Board of Works in Ireland, with a view to the preparation of the necessary 
plans and estimate of the expense, so far as this department is concerned. 

It is proper to add, that our officers at Belfast have reported to us, that 
in their opinion, the present Custom House premises could be disposed of 
advantageously. 

Thos. F. Fremantle. 

Geo. Dawson. 

Custom House, 22 January 3 851. Fdw. Saurin. 



No. 11. 

REPORT of the Postmaster-General to the Treasury, 
dated 26 February 1851. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 
My Lords, 

I have the honour to return the further memorial from the Chamber of 
Commerce at Belfast, relating to the erection of suitable public offices there ; 
and with reference to your Lordships’ inquiry as to whether the inhabitants of 
that town are subjected to any inconvenience from the want of proper postal 
accommodation, and whether the present Post Office is situated in an eligible 

and 
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and central part of the town, I beg leave to transmit the copies of further 
reports from the District Surveyor, and the Secretary to this department in 
Ireland, together with an extract from the previous report alluded to by the 
latter, for the information of your Lordships. 

I have, &c. 

General Post Office, 26 February 1851 . (signed) Clanricarde. 



For Colonel A laberly. 

I beg to refer to Mr. Cornwall’s observations of the 19th November 1850 (29721) on 
this matter, when he expressed an opinion, formed from a personal inspection of the Post 
Office at Belfast, that it was not in a suitable or convenient situation, although central, the 
street in which it stands being narrow, and the entrance to the Money Order Office being- 
in a lane. 

It is very desirable that the Post Office in so large and important a town should be in 
a leading street of general resort, but the present allowance of 45 I. a year for rent. Sec. is 
insufficient to procure proper accommodation for it in such a position ; if, however, the 
erection of public offices at Belfast is contemplated, that allowance would go far towards 
providing sufficient, additional building lor the Post Office service. 

Chas. J. Bond, 

8 January 1851. for Secretary, G. P. 0., Dublin. 



Sir, Dublin, 7 February 1851. 

With reference to the further Memorial from the Chamber of Commerce, Belfast, for 
the erection of a new Post Office, I beg to state that the sanction of the Postmaster-general 
was given to the present site on the 18th February 1848, after I had, on the 3d of that 
month, sent a map of the town showing its position, which is central, although not in a 
leading street, as I mentioned in my reports of the 4th and lGih November last. As 
regards the posting or delivery of letters, I do not think the public have been subjected to 
inconvenience ; but the approach to the Money Order Office (the business of which has 
grown to 65,000 /. annually) is not suitable for a town of the extent and importance of 
Belfast. I have, however, already shown that the expenses of the postmaster for rent, &c. 
exceed his allowances by 54 1. a year. I also mentioned that the probable rent of a house, 
in all respects desirable, would be A 00 l. a year. With the pi-esent premises, 1 do not think 
the arrangements could be improved. 1 should remark that there is a very general and 
strong feeling that the office now is much less respectable in appearance and situation than 
the town deserves. 

In April 1847 the Postmaster-general was willing to consider the erection of a building 
for an office if the inhabitants or public bodies of t.lie town would contribute a fair portion 
of the expense, which, at that time, they declined to do. As I now see by the letter to 
the Treasury that information is desired as to what the additional cost would be of com- 
bining in the intended building for the other public offices, accommodation for the 
Post Office, I may state that by such an arrangement 45 l. a year to the Crown would be 
saved ; and it may now, probably, be deemed advisable to ascertain the expense of the 
addition that would be required to embrace this object should the new building referred to 
be determined upon by the Treasury, when it could be decided what portion should be 
paid by the town to have it effected, if it shall be considered right to entertain the question 
and afford the information which is sought. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) P. Urquhart. 



Extract from the Report referred to in the foregoing from Mr. Bond. 

In returning the enclosed Memorial from the Chamber of Commerce at Belfast to the 
Lords of the Treasury, with Mr. Urquhart’s report thereon, I beg to state my opinion, 
from my own knowledge of the locality in which the Belfast Post Office is placed, that it 
is not by any means in a suitable situation. The entrance to the office is in a narrow lane, 
called Legg’s-lane ; the front of it is in Rosemary-street, which is only 25 feet wide. 

In so large and important a town as Belfast, it is, I submit, very desirable that the 
Post Office should be placed in a street convenient in all respects, not only central, but easy 
of access. 

General Post Office, Dublin,! (signed) G. C. Cornwall. 

19 January 1851. j & 
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No. 12. 

Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 7 March 1851, on the foregoing. 

Write to the Commissioners of Customs, that before my Lords can come to 
any decision as to the extent of assistance which they will afford, for the purpose 
of building a new Custom House at Belfast, they desire to be furnished with the 
necessary plans, and estimate of the expense to be incurred, and they accordingly 
authorise the Commissioners of Customs to direct their surveyor for buildings 
to confer "with the Board of Public Works in Ireland on the subject. 

Further request, that instructions be given to the surveyor to communicate 
with the district surveyor to the Post Office, for the purpose of affording accom- 
modation in the new building for the discharge of the Post Office duties. 

Write to the Postmaster-general that my Lords have instructed the Com- 
missioners of Customs to prepare plans and estimate for a new Custom House at 
Belfast, and have requested that the surveyor of buildings in Ireland should be 
instructed to put himself into communication with the district surveyor of the 
Post Office, in order that arrangements may be made for affording in the new 
building the necessary accommodation for the discharge of the duties of the 
Post Office. 

Request the Postmaster-general to give the necessary instructions to the officers 
of the Post Office at Belfast, to afford such information as may be required by the 
Surveyor of Customs Buildings and by the officers of the Board of Works on the 
subject. 



No. 13. 

(No. 645.) 

REPORT of Commissioners of Customs to the Treasury, 
dated 30 May 1851. 

May it please your Lordships, 

Your Lordships having been pleased, by Mr. Cornewall Lewis’s letter of the 
10th March last, to acquaint us, with reference to our report of the 22d January 
preceding, that before your Lordships could come to any decision as to the 
extent of assistance which you would afford for the purpose of building a new 
Custom House at Belfast, your Lordships desired to be furnished with the neces- 
sary plans and estimate of the expense to be incurred, and were accordingly 
pleased to authorise us to direct our surveyor for buildings to confer with the 
Board of Public Works in Ireland upon the subject; your Lordships further 
desired, that instructions might be also given to our surveyor to communicate 
with the district surveyor to the Post Office, with a view to arrangements being 
made for the purpose of affording accommodation in the new building for the 
discharge of the Post Office duties, 

We Report, 

That in pursuance of your Lordships’ order, our surveyor for buildings pro- 
ceeded to Dublin, and after having conferred with one of the members of the 
Board of Public Works, went on to Belfast, accompanied by the assistant archi- 
tect to that Board, where he ascertained from our collector and comptroller, and 
also from the district surveyor to the Post Office, the extent of accommodation 
required for the two departments respectively. 

With regard to the site for the proposed new building, our surveyor has ex- 
pressed his opinion that the site of the present. Custom House is in every respect 
as eligible as that proposed by the Corporation upon his pointing out the sites 
to the district surveyor of the Post Office, the latter considered them equally 
suitable, so far as that department is concerned. 

We beg to annex a plan, showing the relative situations of the sites in ques- 
tion, and also a sketch of a building adapted to the present site, and containing 
the accommodation required for the two departments. The tenure upon which 
the Custom House and other premises occupied by the. Crown at Belfast are 
On page 6. held, were set forth in detail in our report to your Lordships of the 22d January 
last, No. 68, and we have now to state that the sum required to purchase the 
reversionary interests connected with the present site may be calculated at 

1,7001., 
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1,700/., viz., 1,400/. for the fee of the ground upon which the greater part of 
the Custom House stands, 15 years of the lease being unexpired, and 300 /. for 
that of the land adjoining, which is also partly occupied by the Custom House, 
the lease of which ground will not expire for 46 years. To provide the accom- 
modation necessary for the Post Office, this site will require to be enlarged, but 
the necessary space could be obtained by purchasing two small houses adjoining, 
the cost of which would probably be about 1,375 l. 

Upon a reference to the annexed plan, it will be seen, that to obtain a site of 
the same extent as that above described, in the situation suggested by the Corpo- 
ration, it would be necessary to purchase houses covering a somewhat larger area, 
in consequence of it not being desirable for any new building to be erected so 
near the quay as the present houses to the southward ; the probable cost of such 
purchase would be about 9,200 /., but this amount may be much exceeded if the 
value were to be assessed by a jury. 

Our surveyor has further reported, that the cost of erecting a building capable 
of affording sufficient accommodation for the Customs and Post Office depart- 
ments, whichever site might be chosen, may be estimated at about 12,000 /. ; and 
as the rent now paid by the Crown for a portion of the present site of the Customs 
premises is far beyond what it is now worth, the Crown, in the event of the new 
Custom House being built in another situation (the present tobacco warehouse 
not being interfered with), would suffer a loss of about 160 /. per annum, which 
at 18 years’ purchase would amount to 2,900 /. 

We further annex for your Lordships’ information a copy of a letter from 
the secretary to the Board of Public Works in Ireland, from which it will be 
seen that the Board concur generally with the views taken by our surveyor for 
buildings. 

Under the aforegoing circumstances, we deemed it proper to institute inquiry 
unconditionally, as to whether, in the event of a new Custom House being- 
erected upon the present site, suitable accommodation could be elsewhere pro- 
vided for carrying on the business during the progress of the building, and 
our collector and comptroller at Belfast have transmitted to us two offers which 
have been made of premises for the above purpose, viz., one from the secretary 
to the Commercial Buildings, of a large room in that building, with two offices 
adjoining, at a rent of 250/. per annum, but without any kind of fixtures for 
office purposes, and which would require to be fitted by the Crown with 
counters, desks, &c. ; and a second from Mr. Hugh M'Neile, of a house in 
Waring-street, lately occupied as an Excise Office, containing ten apartments on 
two floors, at 150/. per annum, and which would also require to be fitted for the 
purpose, but at a much less cost than the preceding, at the same time being 
more conveniently situated for business, and which our officers are of opinion 
would afford tolerable accommodation, as a temporary measure, to the whole of 
the establishment, with the exception of the tide-surveyors and the boatmen 
and tide-waiters in turn for duty, for whom it is apprehended there would be no 
great difficulty in obtaining an office on or near the quay. 

We have to add that, since the receipt of your Lordships’ order, an application 
has been forwarded to us by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for 
Trade, from the Local Marine Board at Belfast, stating that it would add 
greatly to the convenience of the shipping interest at the port, if accommodation 
could be provided in the contemplated new Custom House for conducting the 
business of that Board, the present offices appropriated to that purpose being 
very deficient in room, &c., and expressing the opinion of their Lordships, that 
it would be very desirable that the proposed arrangement should be made, if 

consistent with the business of this revenue. 

Upon this application we would observe, that there would be no difficulty in 
providing accommodation for the Local Marine Board in the intended new 
building, but such an addition would necessarily involve a corresponding 
outlay beyond that already estimated for Customs and Post Office purposes ; and 
we have again to submit the whole subject for your Lordships consideration, 
and as to the extent of assistance which the Government may be disposed to 
afford, by means of a Parliamentary grant, as in the instances ol Bristol, Glas- 
gow, and Dundee, referred to in our former Reports. 

& . Thos. F. Fremantle. 

Geo. Dawson. 

Custom-House, 30 May 1851. s - G - Lushington. 
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Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

g; rj 30 May 1851. 

I am directed by the Commissioners of Public Works to state to you, 'for the information 
of the Commissioners of Customs, that they have taken the Report of Mr. Adams, their 
surveyor of buildings, on the subject of the" proposed new Custom House at Belfast, into 
consideration, and they concur generally with the views taken by Mr. Adams. 

It would decidedly be a great improvement to the town to remove the pile of old build- 
in" snow on the site proposed by the corporation, and substitute for them a respectable 
public building ; but this does not appear to be a question on which the Board is called on 
to give an opinion. 

The Board consider the valuations of the portions of the present site and the proposed 
additions thereto, as made by Mr. Adams, to be about what the several interests ought to 
be obtained for. These amount to 3,075/., made up, as the Board understand, as follows ; 

For the portion of the present site on which the most part of the Custom House stands, 
held at peppercorn rent for a term, of which there are 15 years to run, taken at the value 
of its frontage : 

76 feet of frontage, 
multiplied by 30 s., the value per foot, 

£. 114 

25 years’ purchase. 

£. 2,850 present value of property, 
multiplied by 481 

nearly £. 1,400 deferred value. 

For the portion held at 244/. 12 s. 9 d. per annum, for an unexpired term of 46 years : 

78 feet frontage to Custom House. 

26 s. value of frontage. 

about £. 100 annual letting value. 

25 years’ purchase. 

2,500 fee at 25 years’ purchase. 

106 



15000 

25000 



£.265 - say 300 1. deferred value after 46 years. 
For the site of the two adjoining houses in High-street : 

44 feet of frontage. 

25 s. 

£. 55 annual value. 



£. 275 
110 

£. 1,375 value of fee. 

Making a total of 3,075 /., as before stated. The only addition to which that the Board 
would be inclined to make would be a small sum to cover the good-will of the tenants of 
the last lots, which would not exceed 100 l. 

With respect to the site proposed by the Corporation, the Board are of opinion that the 
value of the portion that would be required for a Post Office and Custom House would 
amount to the sum mentioned by Mr. Adams, 9,200 /., if brought into the market in the 
ordinary way ; but in the event of a compulsory sale, where all the various interests are 
taken into consideration and separately treated with, and compensation awarded for every 
case by a jury, they apprehend that an increased sum would be awarded. 

It must be borne in mind, however, that the Commissioners of Customs are bound, lor 46 
years, to pay about 250 1. per annum for a portion of the present site, and supposing them 
to let their present premises, (not including the plots occupied by the tobacco warehouse, 
dwelling-house, and yard adjoining,) there would be a net loss of 2,670 1. 

The plot for which 250 l. is now paid would perhaps let for 60 l. for the remaining term 
of the lease, leaving an annual loss of 190/. ; but. this would be reduced for 15 years by 
letting the Custom House (for which no rent is paid) at 50 l. a year. 

The building, as sketched by M r. Adams, seems to be commodious and suitable, and 
could be executed for about the sum he mentions in his Report, including the probable 
expense of the foundations, which will be very costly, and equally so in either site. 

I am, See. 

(signed) JE. Hornsby, 

W, Maclean, Esq. Secretary. 
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No. 14. 

Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 24 June 1851. 

Mr. Lewis lays before the Board a memorandum containing the remarks 
made upon the subject of the erection of the proposed new Custom House and 
Post Office at Belfast, which have been transmitted to him by a deputation of 
merchants and others of Belfast. 

Transmit the memorandum to the Commissioners of Customs with reference 
to their Report of the 30th May last, No. 635, and desire them to return the 
same to my Lords, with such observations as they may think necessary to 
make thereon. 



No. 15. 

Remarks on the Report of the Commissioners of Customs respecting 
the Erection of a New Custom House at Belfast, respectfully submitted by 
the Deputation for the Consideration of the Right Honourable the Lords 
of the Treasury. 

London, 20 June 1851. 

Alleged Is/. That the site of the present Custom House is in every 
respect as eligible as that proposed by the Corporation. 

Reply. In point of mere locality there is little difference between the two 
sites (though even in this respect the new site is preferable to the old), but in 
every other respect the new site is much more eligible ; its greater extent per- 
mitting the erection of buildings suitable to the growing wants of the town, 
the combining under one roof all the public offices, and the complete isolation 
of the whole building so as to be approachable from all sides. In addition to 
which the basement story could be used as bonded stores. 

Alleged 2 dig. That the reversionary interests connected with the present 
site maybe calculated at 1,700/., and that the additional space required 
would be had at a cost of 1,375 /. 

Reply. The owners of the ground at present occupied by the Custom House 
are not in a position to grant reversionary leases, the. property having been 
directed by the will of the late owner to be distributed among a number of 
legatees, and being now in the Court of Chancery for that purpose. But 
supposing such an arrangement practicable, this deputation conceives the cost 
of the reversions much undervalued. They estimate, viz. 



The cost of the reversion of lot No. 1, held for 15 years, £. 
free of rent ------- 1,582 

Of lot No. 2, held for 46 years, at 244 /. 12 s. 9 d. 

per annum - - 1,006 

Of two additional houses, including compensation for 

existing interests ----- - 2,000 



In explanation of this estimate, the deputation would beg leave to remark, 
that lot No. 2 was taken by the Crown at a rent of 244/. 12 s. 9 d., when 
covered with buildings, which have been removed by the Customs, and no new 
buildings erected in their room. It is not therefore at all probable that a re- 
versionary interest could now be obtained at a mere ground rent, but that if 
obtainable at all it must be calculated at the rent which the Crown is bound to 
pay for a period of 46 years to come. 

The additional houses required could not be had for the sum of 1,375 Z., nor 
would the sum of 100 /., proposed by the Board of Works as compensation for 
existing interests, be at all adequate. These houses are occupied by persons in 
trades deriving profits from their immediate proximity to the Custom House; 
one held for lives renewable for ever, the other for a long term of years, and 
their valuation for purposes of local taxation is 65 /. per annum. 
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Alleged Sdly. The probable cost of the new site would be about 9,200 l 
but this amount may be much exceeded if the value were to be assessed 
by a jury. 

Reply. The deputation believe that the entire site proposed by them (con- 
taining about double the area of the old site), could be had in perpetuity at a 
rent of about 350 1. per annum, to commence two years hence, and that the 
sum necessary to compensate the tenants for existing interests would not exceed 
4,000 l. 

The advantages resulting from the adoption of the new site would be, 

ist. The greatly increased extent of ground obtained ; 

2d. The convenience to the town of having all the public offices under one 
roof ; 

3d. The saving to the Crown of the rents now paid for other public offices 
in various places ; 

4th. The obtaining a large income from Excise stores ; and 
5th. The saving to the Crown of the inconvenience and cost of temporary 
accommodation for the Customs, while the new building was in the 
course of erection. 

Alleged 4 tidy. That a loss of 2,900 l. would be sustained by the sale 
of a portion of the present site, in the event of the new Custom House 
being built in another situation. 

Reply. That some loss might arise from the sale of this lease is fully admitted. 
The reasons of the depreciation of its value have already been stated, but this 
deputation would respectfully submit, that this loss cannot properly be charged 
against the cost of erecting the new buildings on a new site, as in point of fact 
itmust be borne by the Crown in any event. Assuming, however, that it should 
enter into the calculation, the amount stated by the Commissioners of Customs 
would be reduced about one-half by the sale of the 15 years’ lease free of 
rent, the value of which their surveyor estimates at 1,450 l. (and the value of 
all these premises wbuld be considerably increased, and the loss on the sale be 
diminished by the erection of the new buildings on the site proposed by the 
town) ; and it would also be farther reduced by the saving of the cost of tem- 
porary accommodation above referred to, say about 850 l. 

On the whole, the deputation would hope, that the case they have made out, 
coupled with the opinion of the Board of Works, that the removal of the 
Custom House, &c., to the site proposed by the town, would be decidedly a 
great improvement to the town, w T ould fully warrant the Lords of the Treasury 
in granting their application and giving instructions accordingly. 



(No. 764.) 



— No. 16.— 



REPORT of Commissioners of Customs to the Treasury, 
dated 5 July 1851. 



May it please your Lordships, 

Your Lordships having by Mr. Cornewall Lewis’ letter of the 27th ultimo, 
transmitted to us, with reference to our report of the 30th May last, No. 635, 
the annexed memorandum containing the remarks made upon the subject of 
the proposed New Custom House and Post Office at Belfast, which has been 
submitted to your Lordships by a deputation of merchants and others of that 
town, and your Lordships having desired that we would return the same with 
such observations as we may think necessary to make thereon, 

In obedience to your Lordships’ commands, we Report — 

That our surveyor for buildings (who, as we stated to your Lordships in our 
former report of the 30th May last, proceeded to Belfast upon the subject of the 
proposed new building), is still of opinion that the site of the present Custom 

House 
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House is as suitable for the purposes of a Custom House and Post Office as that 
selected by the Corporation, and that the same would afford sufficient space for 
the erection of a building- capable of providing for the wants of those depart- 
ments. 

That on reconsidering the calculations he made as to the cost of purchasing 
the proposed new site and of disposing of the present site, he sees no reason to 
depart from the opinion he has before expressed, and that the data upon which 
the calculations in question were founded met with the entire concurrence of 
the Board of Public Works in Ireland, with whom he communicated upon the 
subject when in Dublin; but with regard to the allegation now made, viz., 
that the owners of the present site are not in a position to grant reversionary 
leases, the property having been directed by the will of the late owner to be 
distributed among a number of legatees, and being now in the Court of Chan- 
cery for that purpose, our surveyor was not before made acquainted with that 
circumstance, and if such be the case there would of course be some objection 
to the erecting public buildings on a site so circumstanced. 

We have now to state that the present proposition of providing accommoda- 
tion for the Inland Revenue and other public offices in the same building, alters 
in a considerable degree the features of the case, and it is for your Lordships’ 
consideration how far you may feel disposed to entertain the same in its present 
extended form, upon the grounds set forth by the deputation of merchants and 
for the convenience of the town, in having all the public offices under one roof ; 
taking leave to observe, that the site proposed by the Corporation is equally 
eligible to that upon which the present building stands, and that if the addi- 
tional cost of the plan be defrayed out of the general revenue of the country and 
not out of the Customs, we are not aware of any objection thereto. 

Thos. F. Fremantle. 

Edzv. Savrin. 

Custom House, 5 July 1851. Culling Chas. Smith. 



No. 1 7 - 

Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 11 July 1851, on the foregoing. 

Write to the Commissioners of Inland Revenue that my Lords have received 
communications from the Town Council, merchants, and inhabitants of Belfast 
requesting that public buildings may be erected in that town for the service of 
the Customs, Inland Revenue, and Post Office departments. 

Their Lordships have already communicated upon the subject with the Com- 
missioners of Customs and the Postmaster-general, and they have authorised the 
surveyor for buildings to the Board of Customs to confer with the Board of 
Public Works in Ireland, and to furnish plans and estimate of the probable 
expense to be incurred by the erection of such buildings, and also instructed 
him to communicate -with the district surveyor to the Post Office for the purpose 
of affording accommodation in the new building to that department ; but before 
my Lords come to any conclusion as to the site proposed, they wish to be 
informed whether the Commissioners of Inland Revenue consider it advisable 
that accommodation be provided in the new buildings for the service of their 
■department. 
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No. 18. 

(No. 352.) 

REPORT of Commissioners of Inland Revenue, dated 28 July 1851. 



To the Riglit Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury. 

May it please your Lordships, 

Mr. Cornewall Lewis having, by his letter of the 14th inst., informed us 
that your Lordships had been in communication with the Town Council, mer- 
chants, and inhabitants of Belfast, and with the several Revenue departments, 
respectino- the erection of a building for the service of the public estabish- 
ments in that town, and having intimated your Lordships’ desire to be informed, 
before coming to any conclusion as to the proposed site, whether we consider 
it advisable that accommodation should be provided in the new building for the 
service of this department, 

We have to state that the premises at present occupied as an Excise Office in 
Belfast are held from year to year, at a rent of 95/. free. of all taxes. They 
are situated in the centre of the town, and afford adequate internal accom- 
modation. 

With respect, however, to the warehousing of spirits, the accommodation is 
exceedingly defective. Numerous warehouses are scattered over the town in 
objectionable situations. Spirits arriving from Scotland and other places cannot 
be deposited and secured with the requisite dispatch ; and as only four ware- 
houses out of 36 are of special security, and those of very inadequate dimensions, 
it is obvious that the present arrangements are not such as effectually secure the 
revenue from the risk of loss. Any suggestions therefore which may tend to place 
this important part of the arrangements upon a better footing are deserving of 
every consideration, independently of the general advantages which may be 
anticipated from a concentration of the several public establishments. If there- 
fore proper and sufficient warehouses could be constructed either under or 
adjacent to the proposed new buildings, and the site be such as to afford facilities 
for the prompt deposit and security of spirits arriving from Scotland and other 
places, we are of opinion that additional security would be afforded to the 
revenue, and greater accommodation to the trade, by the proposed arrange- 
ments. 

We have to add that the present premises can be given up on six months’ 
previous notice. 

It may be necessary to state, that the office in which the business of the stamps 
is performed is provided by the distributor out of the poundage which he is 
allowed to claim on his sales and collections. 

We beg leave to annex an account, showing the number of gallons of spirits 
made in Belfast, the quantities warehoused from the still, and the quantities 
imported and warehoused in the last year. 

We are, &c. 

John Thornton. 

C. J. Herries. 

Inland Revenue Office, Old Broad-street, Alfred Montgomery. 

28 July 1851. 



AN ACCOUNT of the Quantity of Spirits Made, Warehoused and Imported, in 
Belfast Collection, for the Year ended 5th January 1851. 





YEAR ENDED 5th JANUARY 1851. 


NUMBER OF GALLONS OF SPIRITS 




Mad,. 


Warehoused from 
Still. 


Imported from 
Scotland. 


Belfast - - - - 


789,506 


566,102 


471,683 
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No. 19. 

Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 15 August 1851, on the foregoing. 

Let a copy of this Report he transmitted to the Commissioners of Customs, 
and inform them that my Lords are of opinion that the plot of ground recom- 
mended by the Corporation of Belfast may be selected as the site for the erection 
of the new public buildings ; and my Lords are therefore pleased to authorise 
the Commissioners of Customs to enter into negotiation for the possession of 
such site, and desire that they will cause plans of the buildings required for the 
Customs, Inland Revenue, and Post Office departments to be forthwith prepared 
and submitted for approval. 

Inform the Mayor of Belfast that my Lords have instructed the Commissioners 
of Customs to prepare plans for building the new Public Offices upon the plct 
of ground recommended for such purpose by the Corporation of Belfast. 



No. 20. 

(No. 128.) 

REPORT of Commissioners ok Customs to the Tp.easury ; dated 
7th February 1852. 

May it please your Lordships, 

Mr. Cornewall Lewis, in his letter of the 29 th ultimo, transmitting for our 
consideration the enclosed Papers, submitting the request of the Corporation 
of Belfast to be permitted to remove certain old buildings in the neighbourhood 
of the proposed new Custom House, &c., having signified your Lordships’ desire 
that we would report whether there was any objection to including in the proposed 
Bill for a new Custom House, See. at Belfast, the buildings mentioned in the 
representation from the Corporation of that town, 

In obedience to your Lordships’ commands, we Repoi't, — 

That the premises selected as a site for the proposed new Custom House and 
other public offices, at Belfast, are comprised in the block coloured Red in the 
accompanying sketch, drawn by our surveyor for buildings, marked A, and 
notice was prepared of the intention to apply to Parliament for a Bill to enable 
your Lordships to acquire the same. On the preparation of this notice, which 
it was necessary should be forthwith published in a local newspaper, and in the 
“ Dublin Gazette,” it was suggested on the part of the Corporation of Belfast 
that it would be expedient for the improvement of the town, that the premises 
coloured Green, and part of those coloured Yellow on the sketch (the whole of 
the premises coloured Yellow being vested in the Corporation) should be included 
in the provisions of the Bill ; but as time did not permit for previously com- 
municating with your Lordships upon the subject, the notice was so framed as to 
include the whole of the premises, upon an express understanding that the Bill 
would be limited to the premises first mentioned, coloured Red, unless the Cor- 
poration obtained the sanction of your Lordships for including the additional 
premises alluded to ; hence arises the present application to procure your Loid- 
ships’ sanction for including, at the expense of. the Corporation, the block of 
buildings coloured Green on the sketch, intervening between the block coloured 
Red, and the New Northern Bank ; and it is proposed, on obtaining possession of 
these buildings, and after effecting an exchange with the Crown of the parts 
coloured Yellow, for the extreme ends of the block marked Red, to widen 
Donegal Quay, and to make a new and wide street between the Crown buildings 
and the Northern Bank premises ; as also to widen Waring-street, as a better 
approach to the Crown’s buildings, at the expense of the town. 

It appears that the object which the Corporation have in view in desiring to 
include in the proposed Bill power to take the additional buildings mentioned 
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in their representation is, to save the community of Belfast the expense of 
a Private Act for that separate purpose, and should your Lordships see fit to 
approve of that course, so as to enable the Corporation to obtain the additional 
premises, we are not aware of any objection thereto, but we submit that a 
guarantee in writing should be required to the effect that all expenses which 
may be incurred by the Crown in respect to the measure, and in combating any 
opposition which may arise to the Bill, shall be borne by the Corporation. 

We think it right to add that Mr. Macrory, of Belfast, who is owner of part 
of the block of premises coloured “ Green,” next to Waring-street, has called 
upon our solicitor and expressed his intention of opposing the Bill so far as his 
property is concerned, unless he is first satisfied by a pre-agreement as to the 
terms of purchase. 

Thos. F. Fremantle . 

J. Goulburn. 

Custom-House, 7 February 1852. Edw. Saurin. 



The Treasury bavin**- agreed to take the premises situate between Donegal Quay and 
the eastern side of Store-lane, for a site for the New Custom House, and other buildings 
proposed to be erected in Belfast for the public service, the Town Council, the Harbour 
Commissioners, and the Chamber of Commerce, are desirous of procuring the sanction of 
the Treasury for taking, at the expense of the town, the buildings intervening between the 
intended structure and the newly-erected Northern Bank, the greater part of which con- 
sists of old and dilapidated houses quite unsuited to the locality, the removal of which will 
be necessary to enable the Town Council to form suitable approaches to the New Custom 
House and Goverment Offices, and to promote the erection of new buildings adapted to 
the improved character of the neighbourhood. This would also add to the security of the 
public buildings. . . . , 

The buildings referred to are that portion of the premises included in the notices for the 
Bill, which are situate on the western side of Store-lane ; and the consent of the Treasury 
is now respectfully requested for including them in the proposed Bill on the terms which 
have been stated. 

(signed) John Bates, 

29 January 1852 . Town Clerk of Belfast. 



My dear Sir, Belfast, 27 January 1852 . 

A deputation from the Town Council, the Harbour Corporation, and the Chamber of 
Commerce of Belfast, intend proceeding to London this evening. The object they have in 
view is to procure the sanction of the Treasury to an extension of the provisions of the Bill 
about to be introduced for the erection of a New Custom House, and other Government 
Offices at this port. Separated only by a narrow lane from the premises intended to be 
taken for public purposes, there is a small block of mean buildings intervening between the 
intended structure and the newly-erected Northern Bank. These it is proposed to remove 
entirely, so as to leave a handsome street in their place, and at the same time to permit a 
widening of the Quay at the other extremity, where it is greatly required. The deputation 
will give you every information on the subject, so that I shall only say there is no doubt 
the proposed change will not merely greatly improve the appearance of the town, but afford 
increased facilities for its trade and internal communication, besides adding to the isolation 
and security of the public offices. And as it is intended that this shall be done at the 
expense of the town, the funds being, I believe, already provided by the Town and Harbour 
Corporations, and by the Bank, I cannot anticipate any difficulty on the part of the 
Treasury in complying with the request of the deputation, representing as it does the 
unanimous wish of the town. The proper notices, &c., have all been duly served, and the 
Treasury, by authorising the inclusion in the Bill of the premises referred to, will gain an 
advantage to themselves at no cost, while at the same time they will save the community 
of Belfast the expense of a Private Act. 

I am sorry it is not in my power to accompany the deputation now, but I hope to have 
the pleasure of seeing you, at any rate, on Tuesday next. 



George Cornewall Lewis, Esq., m. p. 



(signed) Robert J. Tenneni, 
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No. 21. 

Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 10 February 1852, on the foregoing. 

Write to the Commissioners of Customs, with reference to their Report of the On page 17. 
7th instant, and inform them that my Lords have no objection to allowing the 
Corporation of Belfast to include in the Bill intended to be brought into Parlia- 
ment for building a Custom House at Belfast, the block of buildings coloured 
Green in the sketch prepared by the Custom’s Surveyor of Buildings, and inter- 
vening - between the block coloured Red and the New Northern Bank, upon a 
guarantee in writing being given to the effect that all expenses which may be 
incurred by the Crown in respect to the measure, and in combating any opposi- 
tion which may arise to the Bill, shall be borne by the Corporation. 

Write to the Town Clerk of Belfast, with reference to the memorandum transmitted 
by him to this Board, on the 29th ultimo, and state that my Lords have informed 
the Board of Customs that they have no objection to allowing the premises alluded 
to in the aforementioned memorandum being included in the proposed Bill for a 
New Custom House, &c., at Belfast, upon a written guarantee being given that 
all expenses which may be incurred by the Crown, in respect to the measure, 
and in combating any opposition which may arise to the Bill, shall be borne 
by the Corporation of Belfast. 
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COPIES of Memorials addressed to the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury by the 
Corporation of the Town of Belfast, together with 
the Correspondence between the Treasury and 
the Revenue Boards, relative to the Belfast 
Custom House. 



( Mr. George Alexander Hamilton.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

12 June 1852. 
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Under 3 ox. 
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